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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Species II (Fig. 19) claims 1,2,5-31,62,63,65- 
76,95,96 and 98-109 in the reply filed on 2/4/2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on 
the ground(s) that A. the invention must be independent or distinct and B. there must be 
a serious burden on the examiner. This is not found persuasive because seven distinct 
species have numerous elements that should be searched and analyzed. Further, the 
seven species are independent. 

A. Examiner clearly identifies the patentably distinct species as stated in the previous 
Office Action. 

Further, the applicant has not submitted evidence or identified such evidence now of 
record showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admitted on the record that 
this is the case. 

B. Contrary to the applicants assertion, complete and full examination of all the 
identified species requires diversified search fields. Further the examination process 
includes not only the search of references but also analysis of the found references. 
Thus, examination of all the species having different features would pose a serious 
burden to the examiner. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the. rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,2,5-12,14-28,30,31,62,63,65-76,95,96 and 98-109 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gindlesperger (US PAT 6,397,197). 

Re Claim 1 and 95: A method for an auction composing: 

receiving, through a network, a request for an item from a first machine (i.e. buyer, see 
col7,39), the request for the item(i.e. product, see abstract) being based on a 
performance specification of the item(i.e. product specification/see col9, 24-25); 
sending, through the network, the request for the item to a second machine(i.e. 
"vendor", see col8, 3); and receiving, through the network, a bid from the second 
machine(i.e. "vendor", see col8, 3), the bid being based on the request for the item(see 
abstract). 
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Re Claim 2 and 96: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first computer 
operated by a potential consumer (i.e. buyer, see col4, 60), second machine includes a 
second computer operated by a potential vendor (i.e. "vendor", see col4, 65). 

Re Claim 5 and 98: The method, further comprising 

sending, through the network, the request for the item to a third machine(i.e. vendor , 
see col4, 65); 

receiving, through the network, a second bid from the third machine, the second 
bid being based on the request for the item(see col8, 3-5); and 
determining a result of an auction based on (i) the request for the item, (ii) the first 
mentioned bid and (iii) the second bid(i.e. the product, see col7, 62-63). 

Re Claim 6: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first computer 
operated by a potential consumer(i.e. buyer, see col4, 60), the second machine 
includes a second computer operated by a first potential vendor (see col4, 65), and the 
third machine includes a third computer operated by a second potential vendor(i.e. 
plurality of vendors, see col4, 65 ). 

Re Claim 7: The method, wherein the determination of the result of the auction is 
based on a match between the request for the item (see col7, 39-42) and at least one of 
(i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8,3-8), the match including at 
least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item and at least one of the 
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mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first mentioned bid and the 
second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). ' 

Re Claim 8: The method, wherein the request for the item, the first mentioned 

bid, and the second bid include at least one of (i) performance risk of a potential vendor, 

(ii ) price, (iii) warranty and (iv) performance specification of an item(see col5, 23-24). 

Re Claim 9: The method, further comprising ranking the first mentioned bid and the 
second bid based on a comparison between (i) the request for the item and (ii) the first 
mentioned bid and the second bid (see col7, 60-65 and col8, 3^6). 
Re Claim 10: The method, further comprising sending at least one of (i) a first status 
and (ii) a second status to at least one of (i) the second computer and (ii) the third 
computer, wherein the ranking includes the first status for the first mentioned bid and 
the second status for the second bid (see col5, 18-35), the status indicating one of (i) a 
leading bid and (ii) a lagging bid (see col5, 28-35). 

Re Claim 11,12,14 and 15: The method, further comprising receiving a third bid from at 
least one of (i) the second computer and (ii) the third computer (i.e. the vendors, see 
col8, 3-8), the ranking of the bids by the vendors (see abstract). 
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Re Claim 16 and 101: The method, wherein the request for the item is sent to the 

second machine based on (i) the request for the item (i.e. the product, see col7, 60-61) 

and (ii) data on at least one potential vendor(see col8, 3). 

Re Claim 17: The method, further comprising sending, through the network, an 

invitation to the first machine to submit the request for the item, the first machine 

submitting the request for the item based on the invitation (see abstract and col7, 39- 

41). 

Re Claim 18,28,30,31,70 and103: A method for an auction comprising: receiving, 
through a network, a request for an item from a first machine (i.e. buyer, see col7, 39) 
sending, through the network, the request for the item to a second machine and to a 
third machine (i.e. to the vendors, see col8, 3-5); 

receiving, through the network, a first bid from the second machine and a second 
bid from the third machine(i.e. vendors, see col8, 3-5), the first bid and the second bid 
being based on the request for the item(see col7, 60-61 and col8, 3-5); and 
determining (i) a first result of an auction based on the request for the item and the first 
bid (see col7, 60-67 and col8, 1-10), (ii) a second result of an auction based on the 
request for the item and the second bid (see col7, 60-67 and col8, 1-10), and (iii) a third 
result of an auction based on the first result and the second result (see col7, 60-67 and 
col8, 1-10). 

Re Claim 19, 71 and 104: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first 
computer operated by a potential consumer (i.e. buyer, see col7, 39-40), the second 
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machine includes a second computer operated by a first potential vendor (see col8, 3- 
5), and the third machine includes a third computer operated by a second potential 
vendor(i.e. one or more vendors, see col8, 3-5). 

Re Claim 20, 72, and 105: The method, wherein the request for the item from the 
potential consumer (i.e. buyer, see col7, 39-40) is based on at least one of (i) a 
performance specification of the item and (ii) a term of the request for the item (i.e. 
product specification, see col9, 24-25). 

Re Claim 21: The method, wherein the determination of the third result of the auction is 
based on a match between the request for the item (see col7, 39-42) and at least one of 
(i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8,3-8), 
the match including at least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item 
and at least one of the mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first 
mentioned bid and the second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). 
Re Claim 22,74 and 107: The method, wherein the request for the item, the first bid, 
and the second bid include at least one of (i) performance risk of potential vendor, (ii) 
price, (iii) warranty and (iv) performance specification of an item (see col5, 58-59). 
Re Claim 23, 75 and 108: ranking the first bid and the second bid based on a 
comparison between (i) the request for the item and (ii) the first bid and the second bid 
(see abstract, col7, 60-67 and col8, 1-10). 
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Re Claim 24: The method, further comprising sending at least one of (i) a first status 
and (ii) a second status to at least one of (i) the second computer and (ii) the third 
computer, wherein the ranking includes the first status for the first bid and the second 
status for the second bid(see col5, 18-35), the status indicating one of (i) a leading bid 
and (ii) a lagging bid(see col5, 28-35). 

Re Claim 25: The method, further comprising receiving a third bid (see col8, 3-8) from 
at least one of (i) the second computer and (ii) the third computer (see col8, 3-8), the 
ranking of the bids by the vendors (see abstract). 

Re Claim 26,76 and 109: The request for the item is sent to the second machine and 
the third machine based on (i) the request for the item (i.e. the catalog contains all the 
items information, see col5, 44-50) and (ii) data on at least one potential vendor (see 
col5, 44-50). 

Re Claim 27: The method, further comprising sending, through the network, an 
invitation to the first machine to submit the request for the item, the first machine 
submitting the request for the item based on the invitation (see abstract and col2, 8-12). 
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Re Claim 62 and 65: An apparatus for an auction comprising: 

a receiver to receive(Gindlesperger does not explicitly disclose the receiver, "element 8" 
receives data from "element 6" in Fig 1, and to receive data there has to be a receiver) 
(i) a request for an item from a first machine (i.e. buyer requests for a product, see 
col7, 39-47) and (ii) a bid from the second machine(i.e. "vendor", see col8, 3) ; 
a transmitter to send the request for the item to a second machine(Gindlesperger does 
not explicitly disclose a transmitter, the data is transmitted to the vendors(see col8, 3-4), 
to transmit data there has to be a transmitter), and 

a memory device(Gindlesperger does not explicitly disclose a memory device , data is 
stored in PrintProSys.SM server(see col7,17-19) , thus to store data there has to be a 
memory device ) coupled to the receiver and the transmitter, the memory device (the 
data received from the customer is stored and transmitted to the vendor thus it is 
coupled) being configured to store (i) the request for the item and (ii) the bid(see col7, 
49-60),wherein (i) the request for the item is based on a performance specification of 
the item (i.e. product specification, see col9, 24-25)and (ii) the bid is based on the 
request for the item(i.e. the product, see col7, 62-63). 

Re Claim 63: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first computer operated 
by a potential consumer (i.e. buyer, see col4, 60), second machine includes a second 
computer operated by a potential vendor (i.e. "vendor", see col4, 65). 



Re Claim 66: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first computer 
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operated by a potential consumer(i.e. buyer, see col4, 60), the second machine 
includes a second computer operated by a first potential vendor (see col4, 65), and the 
third machine includes a third computer operated by a second potential vendor(i.e. 
plurality of vendors, see col4, 65 ). 

Re Claim 67and 106: The method, wherein the determination of the result of the 
auction is based on a match between the request for the item (see col7, 39-42) and at 
least one of (i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8,3-8), the match 
including at least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item and at least 
one of the mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first mentioned 
bid and the second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). 

Re Claim 68: The method, wherein the request for the item, the first mentioned 

bid, and the second bid include at least one of (i) performance risk of a potential vendor, 

(ii ) price, (iii) warranty and (iv) performance specification of an item(see col5, 23-24). 

Re Claim 69: The method, further comprising sending, through the network, an 
invitation to the first machine to submit the request for the item, the first machine 
submitting the request for the item based on the invitation (see abstract and col7, 39- 
41). 
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Re Claim 73: The method, wherein the determination of the third result of the auction is 
based on a match between the request for the item (see col7, 62-63) and at least one of 
(i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8, 3-8), 
the match including at least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item 
and at least one of the mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first 
mentioned bid and the second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). 
Re Claim 99: The method, wherein the first machine includes a first computer operated 
by a potential consumer (i.e. buyer, see col7, 39), the second machine includes a 
second computer operated by a first potential vendor (i.e. "vendor", see col8, 3), and the 
third machine includes a third computer operated by a second potential vendor (i.e. "one 
or more vendors", see col8, 3). 

Re Claim 100: The method, wherein the determination of the result of the auction is 
based on a match between the request for the item(see col7, 62-63) and at least one of 
(i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8, 3-8), 
the match including at least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item 
and at least one of the mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first 
mentioned bid and the second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). 

Re Claim 102: The method, further comprising sending, through the network, an 
invitation to the first machine to submit the request for the item, the first machine 
submitting the request for the item based on the invitation (see abstract and col2, 8-12). 
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Re Claim 106: The method, wherein the determination of the result of the auction is 
based on a match between the request for the item (see col7, 39-42) and at least one of 
(i) the first mentioned bid and (ii) the second bid (see col8,3-8), the match including at 
least one of (i) an exact match between the request for the item and at least one of the 
mentioned bid and the second bid and (ii) at least one of the first mentioned bid and the 
second bid satisfying the request for the item (see col8, 3-10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 13 and 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gindlesperger (US PAT 6,397,197). 

Re Claim 13: Gindlesperger does not disclose: The method, wherein an operator of the 

first machine submits to mediation based on the result of the auction. 

The examiner notes that mediation is required when there is a potential conflict. 

It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was 

made to modify the method of Gindlesperger to discuss related issues such as payment 

terms and conditions in regard to winning items. 
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Re Claim 29: Gindlesperger does not disclose: The method, wherein an operator of the 

first machine submits to mediation based on the result of the auction. 

The examiner notes that mediation is required when there is a potential conflict. 

It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was 

made to modify the method of Gindlesperger to discuss related issues such as payment 

terms and conditions in regard to winning items. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ankeeta Shah whose telephone number is (703)305- 
0853. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on (703)308-0505. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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